This building, once a slaughterhouse and meat
market, was built between 1576 and 1579 by
order of Priego town council. It was, therefore, a
municipal project and had nothing to do with
the monarchy, despite the fact that it has been
known inappropriately as “real” (royal) for some
years now.

Its architecture has a simple design, very much in
line with the Renaissance styles of the day. Its
basic floor plan is square, made up of a colonna-
ded patio, finished with four corner towers, open
at the base. Two of them have two corbels below
the eaves of the roof, in the form of fantastic, de-
corative human heads, probably designed as
protection for the building and the activities ca-
rried out within.

Each side of the patio has three round arches, su-
pported by strong, rustic columns which con-
form the corresponding colonnaded galleries
that run along the perimeter. This was where the
stalls were set up for the sale of meat.

The architectural project is attributed to Francis-
co del Castillo, a renowned architect trained in
Italy, while the participation of Juan de la Monja
as surveyor is confirmed in documentation that
survives to this day. He transported the grey-
blue limestone used for the columns and do-
orway from the quarries of nearby Alcaudete,
while local tosco stone or travertine was used for
the rest of the building. The tosco arches were
originally plastered and decorated with a range
of painted vegetable motifs and geometrical de-
signs, as can still be seen on the inside of one of
the three arches closest to the entrance.

Heading down a magnificent spiral staircase,
which has no central pillar in order to allow easy
movement of meat and butchers alike, we come
to the lower floor or semi-basement. With its
vaulted brick ceiling, this was the site of the
slaughterhouse and where the dead livestock
was carved up prior to sale. Here you can see the
stone slabs to which animals were attached
during slaughter, as well as the mark left in the
stone by the rubbing of ropes used to immobili-
se them. The slaughterhouse was cleaned
making use of water from a channel that runs pa-
rallel to one side of the building.

The greatest artistic merit of the Carnicerias buil-
ding, however, is to be found on its doorway.
Access is via two dressed, banded pilasters, with
broken entablature, a founding inscription, and
a triangular indented pediment finished with
pinnacles and a coat of arms that is illegible on
account of being chipped, but which belonged
to the Marquises of Priego. This is where the buil-
ding exhibits the most Italian, Mannerist influen-
ce in its design, with parallels to be found in
Roman constructions by master architects such
as Vignola or Giulio Romano.
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Detail of the facade where you can see the
coat of arms and the following inscription:

“BUILT WITH LICENSE OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS MARQUIS OF
PriEGo, Don ALonso FERNANDEZ DE CORDOBA Y DE
AGUILAR, WITH THE TOWN MAYOR BEING THE lLLUS-
TRIOUS GENTLEMAN FRANCISCO ARANDA HERRREA
1579"

www.turismodepriego.com - e-mail: informacion@turismodepriego.com

Spiral staircase

DENOMINACION DE ORIGEN

PRIEGO

DE CORDOBA






